
Rule 108.  Date of Entry of Orders

(a)  General rule.  

(1) Except as otherwise prescribed in this rule, in computing any period of 
time under these rules involving the date of entry of an order by a court or other 
government unit, the day of entry shall be the day the clerk of the court or the 
office of the government unit mails or delivers copies of the order to the parties, 
or if such delivery is not otherwise required by law, the day the clerk or office of 
the government unit makes such copies public.  The date of entry of an order
may be the day of its adoption by the court or other government unit, or any 
subsequent day, as required by the actual circumstances.

(2)  When pursuant to law a determination of a government unit other than 
a court is deemed to have been made by reason of the expiration of a specified 
period of time after submission of a matter to the government unit or after 
another prior event, any person affected may treat the expiration of such period 
as equivalent to the entry of an order for the purposes of appeal (in which event 
the notice of appeal or other document seeking review shall set forth briefly facts 
showing the applicability of this paragraph) and shall so treat the expiration of the 
period where the person has actual knowledge (other than knowledge of the 
mere lapse of time) that the implied determination has occurred.

(b)  Civil orders. The date of entry of an order in a matter subject to the 
Pennsylvania Rules of Civil Procedure shall be the date on which the clerk 
makes the notation in the docket that notice of entry of the order has been given 
as required by Pa.R.Civ.P. 236(b).

(c)   Emergency appeals. Notwithstanding Subdivisions (a) and (b) of this 
rule, an order subject to Rule 301(e) (emergency appeals) shall be deemed 
entered for the purposes of these rules when the party intending to appeal has 
complied with such rule to the extent practicable under the circumstances.

(d)  Criminal Orders.  

(1) In determining the date of entry of criminal orders, subdivision 
(a)(1) shall apply except as provided in subparagraph (d)(2).

(2) In a criminal case in which no post-sentence motion has been filed, 
the date of imposition of sentence in open court shall be deemed to 
be the date of entry of the judgment of sentence.  
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Official Note:

* * * * *

See Pa.R.A.P. 301(a)(1) and (2), Pa.R.A.P. 903(c)(3), and Pa.R.Crim. P. 
462, 720, and 721 governing criminal appeals.   

Explanatory Comment – 1979 

* * * * *

Explanatory Comment – 2007

New subdivision (d) governs criminal appeals.  Under new subdivision (d),
when no post-sentence motion is filed, the time for appeal begins to run from the 
date of imposition of sentence.  See Pa.R.Crim.P. 462(G)(2), 720(A)(3) and (D), 
and 721(B)(2)(a)(ii), and the conforming amendments to Pa.R.A.P. 301(a)(2) and 
903(c)(3), and 2006 Explanatory Comment thereto.  See also Commonwealth v. 
Green, 862 A.2d 613 (Pa. Super. 2004) (en banc), allocatur denied, 584 Pa. 692, 
882 A.2d 477 (2005).  When post-sentence motions are denied by operation of 
law, the appeal period shall run from the date of entry of the order denying the 
motion by operation of law.  See Pa.R.Crim.P. 720(B)(3)(c).



3

Rule 301.  Requisites for an Appealable Order

(a)  Entry upon docket below.  

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subdivision, [N] no 
order of a court shall be appealable until it has been entered upon the 
appropriate docket in the lower court.  Where under the applicable practice below 
an order is entered in two or more dockets, the order has been entered for the 
purposes of appeal when it has been entered in the first appropriate docket.

(2)  In a criminal case in which no post-sentence motion has been 
filed, a judgment of sentence is appealable upon the imposition of sentence in 
open court.

(b)  Separate document required.  Every order shall be set forth on a 
separate document.

(c)  Nonappealable orders.  Except as provided in subdivision (a)(2), a
[A] direction by the lower court that a specified judgment, sentence or other order 
shall be entered, unaccompanied by actual entry of the specified order in the 
docket, does not constitute an appealable order.  Any such order shall be 
docketed before an appeal is taken.

(d)  Entry of appealable orders.  Subject to any inconsistent general rule
applicable to particular classes of matters, the clerk of the lower court shall on 
praecipe of any party (except a party who by law may not praecipe for entry of an 
adverse order) forthwith prepare, sign and enter an appropriate order, judgment 
or final decree in the docket, evidencing any action from which an appeal lies 
either as of right or upon permission to appeal or allowance of appeal.

(e)  Emergency appeals.  Where the exigency of the case is such as to 
impel an immediate appeal and the party intending to appeal an adverse action is 
unable to secure the formal entry of an appealable order pursuant to the usual 
procedures, the party may file in the lower court and serve a praecipe for entry of 
an adverse order, which action shall constitute entry of an appealable order for 
the purposes of these rules.  The interlocutory or final nature of the action shall 
not be affected by this subdivision.

Official Note:

* * * * *
See Pa.R.A.P. 108 and Explanatory Comment – 2007 thereto, Pa.R.A.P. 

903(c)(3), and Pa.R.Crim. P. 462, 720, and 721 governing criminal appeals.   
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Explanatory Comment – 1976 

* * * * *
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Rule 903.  Time for Appeal

(a)  General rule. Except as otherwise prescribed by this rule, the notice 
of appeal required by the Rule 902 (manner of taking appeal) shall be filed within 
30 days after the entry of the order from which the appeal is taken.

(b)  Cross appeals. Except as otherwise prescribed in Subdivision (c) of 
this rule, if a timely notice of appeal is filed by a party, any other party may file a 
notice of appeal within 14 days of the date on which the first notice of appeal was 
filed, or within the time otherwise prescribed by this rule, whichever period last 
expires.

(c)  Special provisions. Notwithstanding any other provision of this rule:

(1)  An appeal from any of the following orders shall be taken within 
ten days after the entry of the order from which the appeal is taken:

(i)  An order changing venue or venire in a criminal 
proceeding.  See Rule 311(a)(3) (change of criminal venue 
or venire).

(ii)  An order in any matter arising under the Pennsylvania 
Election Code. 

(iii)  An order in any matter arising under the Local 
Government Unit Debt Act or any similar statute relating to 
the authorization of public debt.

(2)  Where an election has been filed under Rule 311(b) (order 
sustaining venue or personal or in rem jurisdiction), the notice of appeal shall be 
filed within 30 days after the filing of the election.

(3) In a criminal case in which no post-sentence motion has been 
filed, the notice of appeal shall be filed within 30 days of the imposition of the 
judgment of sentence in open court.

Official Note:

* * * * *

See Pa.R.A.P. 108 and Explanatory Comment – 2007 thereto, Pa.R.A.P. 
301(a)(1) and (2), and Pa.R.Crim.P. 462, 720, and 721 governing criminal 
appeals.  
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Explanatory Comment - 2001

* * * * *

Explanatory Comment - 2002

* * * * *


