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[CHAPTER 20.]  CHAPTER 1 PART C.  Issuing Authorities,
Venue, Location, And Recording Of Proceedings

RULE [21] 130.  VENUE.

All criminal proceedings shall be brought before the issuing authority for the
magisterial district where the offense is alleged to have occurred or before an issuing
authority on temporary assignment to serve such magisterial district, subject, however,
to the following exceptions:

[(a)] (1)  A criminal proceeding may be brought before any issuing authority of
any magisterial district within the judicial district whenever the particular place
within the judicial district where the offense is alleged to have occurred in
unknown.

[(b)] (2)  Whenever an arrest is made without a warrant for any summary offense
arising under the Vehicle Code, which allegedly occurred on a highway of the
Pennsylvania Turnpike System or any controlled or limited access highway, or
any right-of-way of such System or highway, or any other highway or highways
of the Commonwealth, the defendant shall be taken and the proceeding shall be
brought either where the offense allegedly occurred, or before the issuing
authority for any other magisterial district within the same judicial district which,
in the judgment of the arresting officer, is most convenient to the place of arrest
without regard to the boundary line of any magisterial district or county.

[(c)] (3)  Where any offense is alleged to have occurred within 100 yards of the
boundary between two or more magisterial districts of a judicial district, the
proceeding may be brought in either or any of the magisterial districts without
regard of the boundary lines of any county.

[(d)] (4)  Where the President Judge designates a magisterial district or a
location in that district in which certain classes of offenses, which occurred in
other specified magisterial districts, may be heard.

COMMENT:  This rule governs venue between magisterial
districts within the same judicial district [;] , i.e., the matter of
where a proceeding is to be brought within the judicial
district having jurisdiction.
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NOTE:  Formerly Rule 154, adopted January 16, 1970,
effective immediately; section (a)(3) adopted July 1, 1970,
effective immediately; renumbered Rule 21 September 18,
1973, effective January 1, 1974; amended July 1, 1980,
effective August 1, 1980; amended January 28, 1983,
effective July 1, 1983 [.] ; renumbered Rule 130 and
amended March 1, 2000, effective April 1, 2001.
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   (                  , 2000).


