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New Year Marked by Transitions

Newly Elected Appellate Court Jurists
bbyy  AArrtt  HHeeiinnzz

Pennsylvania voters filled more than a half-dozen vacancies on the state’s appellate
courts with several new and familiar faces.

Supreme Court Justice JJooaann  OOrriiee  MMeellvviinn was elected to the state’s highest court
after serving on the Superior Court of Pennsylvania since 1998.  Voters retained her for a
second term on the Superior Court in 2007.  She is a former Allegheny County Common
Pleas Court judge and chief of the former Pittsburgh Magistrates Court and has experi-
ence in private practice.  Justice Orie Melvin succeeds former Justice JJaannee  CCuuttlleerr
GGrreeeennssppaann, who was serving on the seven-member court in an interim capacity to fill a
vacancy left by the late former Chief Justice RRaallpphh  JJ..  CCaappppyy.

Allegheny County Judge JJuuddyy  OOllssoonn, Chester County President Judge PPaauullaa  OOtttt,
Philadelphia County Judge AAnnnnee  LLaazzaarruuss and Tioga County lawyer SSaalllliiee  MMuunnddyy all were
elected to the 15-member Superior Court.  PPaattrriicciiaa  MMccCCuulllloouugghh, a Pittsburgh lawyer, and
KKeevviinn  BBrroobbssoonn, a Harrisburg lawyer, were elected to the nine-member Commonwealth Court.

Many political observers noted the statewide courts’ growing diversification.  In the
latest election, voters chose female jurists to fill six of the seven appellate court vacancies in a state that has never
elected a woman as governor or U.S. senator.

[Art Heinz is managing editor of AOPConnected.]
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A Celebration of Achievement
Chief Justice RRoonnaalldd  DD..  CCaassttiillllee presided over a ceremony to officially dedicate the
Pennsylvania Judicial Center as the first “state courthouse” in Pennsylvania’s 300-
year history.  Speakers included Lt. Gov. Joseph B. Scarnati III, Commonwealth Court
President Judge BBoonnnniiee  BBrriiggaannccee  LLeeaaddbbeetttteerr, General Services Secretary James P.
Creedon and Pennsylvania Bar Association (PBA) President Clifford E. Haines.

Chief Justice Castille told more than 100 guests that it was his predecessor, for-
mer Chief Justice RRaallpphh  CCaappppyy’’s vision and leadership, and ultimately the architects,
engineers, construction managers, contractors and laborers that “made it so,” creat-
ing a first-class facility on time and under budget.

State Supreme Court justices and distinguished guests participated in a ribbon
cutting to symbolically renew the pledge
to serve the Commonwealth with
“equal justice under law” and to say to
all Pennsylvanians that the state judici-
ary is open and accessible whether in
the Pennsylvania Judicial Center or in
any of Pennsylvania’s courthouses.

(From left, Lt. Gov. Scarnati, President
Judge Leadbetter, Chief Justice Castille,
Secretary Creedon and PBA President
Haines.  Photo by Commonwealth
Media Services.)

bbyy  SStteevvee  SScchheellll
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NNeeww  ttoo  tthhee  JJuuddiicciiaall  BBrraanncchh

CCoouunnttiieess
RRoobbeerrtt  PP..  CCoolleemmaann - Philadelphia - Common Pleas Court
judge
GGrreeggoorryy  VV..  HHiinneess - Chester - magisterial district judge
HHuugghh  AA..  JJoonneess - Northumberland - magisterial district
judge
RRuusssseellll  LL..  LLaawwttoonn - Columbia - magisterial district judge
KKeevviinn  OO''HHeeaarrnn - Northumberland - deputy district court
administrator
RRoobbeerrtt  WW..  RReeddlliinnggeerr - Washington - magisterial district
judge
MMaaddeelliinnee  SShheeaa - Blair - deputy district court administrator
DDeennnniiss  MM..  SSoonnggeerr - Mercer - magisterial district judge
JJeeffffrreeyy  JJ..  VVaalloocccchhii - Chester - magisterial district judge
LLoowweellll  AA..  WWiittmmeerr - Dauphin - magisterial district judge
DDoonnnnaa  MM..  WWooeellppppeerr - Philadelphia - Common Pleas Court
judge
CChhrriissttiinnaa  ZZooookk - Juniata/Perry - district court administrator

AAOOPPCC
PPaauull  BBrroowwnn - Judicial Automation - IPT phone technician
SSoouummyyaa  KKrriisshhnnaammuurrtthhii - Judicial Automation -
programmer analyst - team leader
SSccootttt  MMoorrssee - Judicial Automation - IT Operations project
manager
SStteepphheenn  MMuuttzzeell - Judicial Automation - database
administrator
KKhheenngg  ““CChhaarrlleess””  OOooii - Judicial Automation - database
administrator
XXiiaaoojjiiaann  ""JJaammeess""  XXiiee - Judicial Automation - programmer
analyst

AAppppooiinnttmmeennttss

CCoouunnttiieess
CClliiffffoorrdd  JJ..  WWooeessssnneerr - Butler - senior magisterial district
judge
JJoohhnn  HH..  YYooddeerr - McKean - senior judge

OOtthheerr  JJoobb  CChhaannggeess

MMaarrkk  HHoollllaanndd - AOPC Administrative Services -
receptionist - to Supreme Court - clerk

DDeeaatthhss

WWiilllliiee  JJ..  AAddaammss - senior Philadelphia Traffic Court judge
EEmmaannuueell  AA..  CCaassssiimmaattiiss - former York County (senior)
Common Pleas Court judge
LLeeee  AA..  DDoonnaallddssoonn  JJrr.. - former Allegheny County Common
Pleas Court judge
LLaawwrreennccee  JJ..  FFrraannzzii - Westmoreland - magisterial district
judge
JJaammeess  BB..  HHuunntteerr  SSrr.. - Montgomery - former (senior)
district justice
JJoosseepphh  JJ..  MMoorraann - Blair - magisterial district judge

RReettiirreemmeennttss

CCoouunnttiieess
DDoonnnnaa  PPoosseeyy - Lebanon - deputy administrator

RReessiiggnnaattiioonnss

CCoouunnttiieess
RRiicchhaarrdd  PP..  CCaasshhmmaann - Columbia - magisterial district
judge

1/1 New Year’s Day Holiday
1/10/-1/16 New Judge School (State Coll.)
1/12-1/14 Superior Court Session (Phila., Hbg.)
1/18 Martin Luther King, Jr., Holiday
1/26-1/28 Superior Court Session (Phila., Pgh.)
2/4 Supreme Court Administrative Session

(Phila.)
2/8-2/12 Commonwealth Court Session (Phila.)
2/15 Presidents Day Holiday
2/18-2/21 Trial Judges Mid-Annual (Phila.)
2/23-2/25 Superior Court Session (Phila., Hbg., 

Pgh.)

3/8-3/12 Supreme Court Session (Phila.)
3/9-3/11 Superior Court Session (Phila., Pgh.)
3/15-3/19 Commonwealth Court Session (Hbg.)
3/23-3/25 Superior Court Session (Phila.)
3/25 Supreme Court Administrative Session

(Hbg.)
3/31-4/1 Superior Court Session (Pgh.)
4/6-4/8 Superior Court Session (Hbg.)
4/12-4/16 Supreme Court Session (Pgh.)
4/13-4/15 Superior Court Session (Phila.)
4/19-4/23 Commonwealth Court Session (Pgh.)
4/27-4/29 Superior Court Session (Pgh.)

Transitions  Gina L. Earle, editor Ext. 4095

Calendar  Rhonda Hocker, editor Ext. 3326

(Transitions continued on page 8)
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Planting an Acorn to Protect a Child
(The first Pennsylvania Children’s Roundtable Summit,
sponsored by the AOPC’s Office of Children and Fami-
lies in the Courts, was held Nov. 19-21 in Pittsburgh.
To highlight how far we have come in a short period of
time, I offered the following remarks at the opening ses-
sion.  This initiative’s history and progress are worth
documenting.)

Last year at one of our children’s roundtables, I
recall seeing in the hotel lobby a large poster-board for
a companion event.  It said, “Great oaks from little
acorns grow.”  If I had to pick a
metaphor for our judicial system’s
initiative to protect abused and
neglected children, it would be
the acorn.

Some of you may have
noticed the bumper crop of
acorns this year.  (My staff tells
me that it’s nature’s warning of a
tough winter!)  The acorn con-
tains a single seed enclosed in a
tough leathery shell.  It generally
takes six to 24 months to mature.  Acorns are one of
the most important sources of food for wildlife.  In liter-
ature and mythology, acorns are the symbol of wisdom,
patience, good luck, affection and the fruition of long
hard labor.  Hence the proverb, “Great oaks from little
acorns grow.”

Our juvenile dependency effort, in many ways,
started as a little acorn.  In 2005 former Chief Justice
of Pennsylvania RRaallpphh  JJ..  CCaappppyy and I attended a
national conference for chief justices and state court
administrators.  After one of our joint meetings, Chief
Justice Cappy and I had a conversation with the now-
retired Chief Judge of the State of New York Judith S.
Kaye.  In the course of the conversation, Chief Judge
Kaye spoke passionately about what New York’s judici-
ary was doing for abused and neglected children.  In
her soft—yet effective—advocate style, she urged Penn-
sylvania to look into New York’s program.

So in 2005 the acorn of an idea was carried back
to Pennsylvania.  Chief Justice Cappy then approached
one of our jurists who has dedicated his judicial career
to the cause of juvenile justice—Supreme Court Justice
MMaaxx  BBaaeerr.  If you know Justice Baer, you can imagine
what his reaction was when offered the opportunity to
do pioneering work for our kids in Pennsylvania.  In
fact, on prior occasions Justice Baer has told me that
juvenile justice was perhaps the prime motivator in why
he sought a seat on our Supreme Court.

In 2006 Justice Max Baer, with seed money from
the federal government, took the acorn and planted it.
He was instrumental in helping to create a mini-corpo-
rate entity within the AOPC, the Office of Children and
Family in the Courts (OCFC).  He assembled a team
and allocated a division of labor to cultivate the fields.
He worked with our first hire, another dedicated public
servant, Andrea Jelin, to come up with an amazing
juvenile justice infrastructure of “roundtables” to cover
all our judicial districts.  This three-tiered infrastructure
would bring a vast array of “gardeners,” so to speak,

who had a vital stake in the growth of
this acorn.

Later, Justice Baer searched high
and low for a “horticultural expert”
who knew precisely how to fertilize
the Pennsylvania fields and manage
a team for optimal growth.  The
person he found was none other
than SSaannddyy  MMoooorree, a person, like
Justice Baer, who demonstrates

compassion, passion and competence
in the field of juvenile justice.  In her role as OCFC’s
administrator, she has done truly exceptional work.

Today, approximately three years after the planting
of the acorn, we are here all together.  And look at
what has been accomplished for abused and neglected
children in our state in such a short time span—the for-
malized collaboration of vital stakeholders, enhanced
judicial involvement and oversight, the collection and
dissemination of information in almost all of our coun-
ties via an impressive case management system for
dependency cases, educational training to improve the
lives of children, the creation of a judicial bench book
and Web site, and the identification of best practices
(such as family-finding and family group decision-mak-
ing).  Last but not least, these collective efforts have led
to this inaugural children’s summit in Pittsburgh, similar
in concept to the three national summits (Minnesota,
New York and Texas) that Justice Baer and team mem-
bers have attended.  We are seeing the growth of a
mighty oak tree.

I have said on prior occasions that the work that
you do is truly noble and gratifying.  We only need to
look at the grim statistics to realize how daunting your
task is.

From 2001-07, there were approximately 10,440
reported cases of child abuse and neglect.  Many
believe that the number is unrealistic because of severe 

bbyy  ZZiigg  PPiinneess

All of us here have
every reason to be proud of

the outstanding achieve-
ments that have been done
for abused and neglected
children in Pennsylvania

during the past three years.

(Zig continued on page 16)
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PJC Meets the Educational Needs for Judges
Serving Minor Courts bbyy  SSuussaann  MM..  DDaavviiss

The Minor Judiciary Education
Board (MJEB) moved into the new
Pennsylvania Judicial Center (PJC)
on August 10, 2009, and immedi-
ately began the 2009-2010 contin-
uing legal education program for
600-plus jurists who serve the
state’s minor courts, the foundation
of Pennsylvania’s judicial system.

These jurists include magisterial
district judges, Philadelphia Traffic
Court judges and Philadelphia
arraignment court magistrates.
Vital to the efficiency of our judicial
system, they are the only jurists
statutorily mandated to attend 32
hours of annual continuing legal
education provided by the MJEB.

Up until the move, training was
held in various locations.  In the
early 1970s classes were held at
Shippensburg University, then at the
Institute for Courts of Initial Jurisdic-
tion at Penn State University; then
at Wilson College until 2000, before
relocating to the Comfort Inn in
Chambersburg.  In 2005 the school
again moved, this time to the Four
Points by Sheraton in Harrisburg in
preparation for the final shift into
the PJC.

The MJEB program now has a
facility that brings us together for

the first time with other entities of
the judiciary, including the Supreme
Court boards and committees, to
carry out its educational mission.
The amphitheater training room
provides an educational atmos-
phere that is conducive to learning.

The 2009 academic year began
Sept. 14 with a curriculum consist-
ing of courses such as Effectively
Dealing with Diversity; updates on
civil law, bankruptcy law and crimi-
nal law; evidence; arrest and
administrative warrants; and the
motor vehicle code.  Also offered
this year are sessions on Tobacco
Sale to Minors and the Clean In-
door Air Act, the MDJS rewrite, dis-
trict court audits and MDJS reports,
Protection from Abuse Case Law,
Non-Discrimination Policy and Prac-
tice, Rule 509 and Risk Manage-
ment for Depression.

William Tully, Esq., who suc-
ceeded James Morgan, Esq. as
solicitor for the Special Court
Judges Association of Pennsylvania,
is again teaching criminal law. Of
special note, John Mancke, Esq.,
who has taught the motor vehicle
code for the MJEB since the incep-
tion of the program following the
1968 Constitutional Convention, will

retire from teaching at
the conclusion of the
academic year.

Judges have com-
mented positively on
the layout of the lec-
ture room, especially
the fully adjustable
“eight-hour chairs”
and a dining area with
patio.  They were
impressed with the
electric outlets avail-
able at each seat in
the amphitheater as

well as plug-and-play units for Inter-
net access.  The three large projec-
tion screens and theater-quality pro-
jectors make Power Point presenta-
tions extremely easy to view from
every seat in the room.

Senior Judge RRiicchhaarrdd  GGaattttii of
Lehigh County, recalled the days of
sleeping on cots at Wilson College
and walking across the campus to a
classroom with large pillars “strate-
gically” placed in the room that
obstructed the view of the instructor,
in stark contrast to the PJC’s facili-
ties.  Other judges stated that there
is no comparison between where
they are now and where they have
come from and that the design of
the room allows focus on the speak-
ers and the materials without
fatigue.  The new Judicial Center
meets the needs of the judges, and
it is obvious there was attention to
detail in the planning and execution
stages of the entire project.

Judges feel valued and appreci-
ated in their new classroom.  Judge
GGaaiill  GGrreetthh of Berks County com-
mented that the location near the
Capitol validates the judiciary and
what it represents.  Judge DDuuaannee
QQuuiinnnn of Clarion County noted that
as judges, they recognize the posi-
tive evolution of their academic
environment and respect the profes-
sional value of the space.

Magisterial district judges,
Philadelphia Traffic Court judges
and arraignment court magistrates
now have an educational venue
that more than adequately supports
our judges on the front line.  The
PJC is well-equipped to assist the
MJEB in fulfilling its educational
mission.

[Susan Davis is executive director of
the Minor Judiciary Education
Board.]

Magisterial district judges attend classes in the
judicial center’s state-of-the-art amphitheater.
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Interbranch Commission on Juvenile Justice  
Holds First Hearing in Pennsylvania Judicial Center

bbyy  SSttuu  DDiittzzeenn
The Interbranch Commission on Juvenile Justice, which is

investigating the causes of a breakdown of the juvenile justice
system in Luzerne County, held its first public hearing on October
14 in the new Pennsylvania Judicial Center in Harrisburg.

Eleven members of the commission sat at a massive oval
table in the handsome first-floor “Council Room” of the judicial
center as the Pennsylvania Cable Network (PCN) broadcast the
hearing live.

In an opening statement, Superior Court Judge JJoohhnn  MM..  CCllee--
llaanndd, the commission chairman, described a judicial scandal
involving former Luzerne County judges Mark A. Ciavarella and
Michael T. Conahan as only one part of a “breathtaking col-
lapse” of the juvenile justice system in Luzerne County.

Ciavarella and Conahan are charged in a federal indictment
with racketeering in connection with the alleged receipt of $2.8

million from the developers of two juvenile detention facilities.
Ciavarella also is accused in civil lawsuits of denying many juve-
nile defendants the constitutional right to counsel and improperly
ordering many youths to serve time in out-of-home placements,
while he was the juvenile court judge.

Cleland said the Interbranch Commission on Juvenile Justice
would not focus solely on alleged misconduct by Ciavarella and
Conahan.

“Our concern is also the inaction of others,” Cleland said.
“Inaction by judges; prosecutors; public defenders; the defense
bar; public officials and private citizens; those who knew, but
failed to speak; those who saw, but failed to act….

“All of those involved, whether by action, inaction or silence,
whether by willful choice or benign ignorance, engaged in an

assault on the
fairness and
impartiality of
our legal system.  It was an assault on the very rule of law.”

The commission was established in August by an act of the
General Assembly with the support of the Supreme Court and
the governor.  Its purpose is to conduct a noncriminal investiga-
tion of the circumstances that led to corruption of the juvenile
justice system in Luzerne County, to restore public confidence in
the administration of justice and to make recommendations to
prevent a similar situation from occurring in Luzerne County or
elsewhere.

“It is our intention,” Cleland said, “to shine light on to some
very dark days of the Pennsylvania Judiciary, days that have dis-
rupted the lives of children and their families, brought shame to
an entire community and sewn seeds of distrust throughout the
legal system.”

The Interbranch Commission on Juvenile Jus-
tice held its first hearing in the Council Room
at the new Pennsylvania Judicial Center.

WNEP-TV, Channel 16,  in Moosic was the
first television station to pick up a video and
audio feed transmitted from inside the Judi-
cial Center to the “press box” located outside
the building on North Street.  

Due to limited seating in the Council Room,
interested parties were able to view a broad-
cast of the hearing in the PJC amphitheater;
here, Luzerne County President Judge
Chester B. Muroski testifies.

(Commission Hearing continued on page 10)
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Judicial Automation Expands Data Sharing
to Assist Victims bbyy  SStteevvee  SScchheellll

“Interface” is the technical term to describe com-
puter equipment or programs designed to communi-
cate or share information from one system of comput-
ing devices or programs to another.  At last count, the
state’s three court case management systems were
“interfacing” with systems in 13 different agencies
throughout Pennsylvania.

“These interfaces
have been built over the
years to systematically and
strategically send and
receive information to
improve agency and court
management, public safe-
ty and law enforcement
efforts,” Director of Judi-
cial Automation AAmmyy
CCeerraassoo said.  “The most
recent interface is between
the Common Pleas Case
Management System and
the Statewide Automated Victim Information and Noti-
fication system, known as PA SAVIN.”

PA SAVIN is a cooperative effort between the Penn-
sylvania District Attorneys Institute (PDAI) and the
Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency
(PCCD).  Once complete it will provide crime victims,
criminal justice professionals and other concerned citi-
zens with free, prompt, confidential and anonymous
notifications regarding a defendant or inmate’s court
case events and/or release, transfer or escape from a
prison.

PA SAVIN is being implemented in several phases.
The first phase, which is nearly complete, connects the

county prisons so that their information can be passed
to registered, interested parties.  The second phase will
incorporate the Department of Corrections and state
probation and parole information.  RRaallpphh  HHuunnssiicckkeerr,
AOPC Senior Projects Manager and PA SAVIN Steering
Committee member, said, “The project’s third phase
will provide court information as a larger strategy to
notify victims or registrants about court events.”

“PA SAVIN offers victims of
crime some measure of secu-
rity and peace of mind,”
Andrea Warner, PDAI’s PA
SAVIN project manager, said.
“By broadening the scope and
application of PA SAVIN to
include court date notifica-
tions, the Commonwealth
takes another step forward in
giving victims the recognition,
information and support they
deserve.”

Interested parties who want to register will log on to
PA SAVIN’s VineLink Web site at www.pacrimevictims.
state.pa.us and select “Courts,” to be directed to the
AOPC Web Portal to search for the cases they are inter-
ested in.  When they select cases, the AOPC will pass
information on to PA SAVIN registration.  The AOPC
also will create a watch list of cases for which people
have registered and when those cases have specific
triggering events such as a case initiation, calendar
event, sentence or disposition, will send a court case
event message to PA SAVIN so that it can, in turn, con-
tact the registrant.

[Steve Schell is an AOPC communications coordinator.]

A number of AOPC employees have reached
service milestones between September  and
December 2009.  They are:

20 Years
DDaavviidd  KKuuttzz - Human Resources

10 Years
WWiilllliiaamm  DDeeWWoollffee - Judical Automation

KKaattee  GGrreennkkee - Minor Judiciary Education Board
LLyynnddaa  GGrroouupp - Judical Automation
DDaammoonn  KKlliinnee - Judicial Automation
BBoonnnneettttee  MMccNNiicchhooll - Judicial Automation
CChheerryyll  PPaatttteerrssoonn - Judicial Automation
HHeeddyy  SShheerrwwoooodd - Judicial Automation
GGaarryy  SSppaannggeennbbeerrgg - Judicial Automation

AOPC Employee Service Milestones

PA SAVIN...will provide crime vic-
tims, criminal justice professionals
and other concerned citizens with

free, prompt, confidential and
anonymous notifications regarding
a defendant or inmate’s court case
events and/or release, transfer or

escape from a prison.
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Online Filing Makes It Easy to Save Time… 
and a Few Trees bbyy  NNiicchhoolleennee  DDiiPPaassqquuaallee

Have you seen the pictures of the polar bear float-
ing on globally warmed stranded melting ice?  Well,
here at AOPC we are trying to do our part to help the
environment, i.e., polar bears—and trees.  For the last
several years, judges and others have been able to file
financial interest statements online rather than on
paper.

We encourage you to join them.  In mid-February
an e-mail from the AOPC’s Online Services will be sent
to alert judges and other judicial officers that the
Financial Disclosure online filing system is available for
2009 filings.   When you receive this e-mail, you are
encouraged to click on the link.

You’ll be connected to a Web site that will recog-
nize you and treat you like an old friend: your name,
address, county and court already will be filled in.  You
then will be prompted to provide the answers to some
familiar questions.  You know—real estate interests,
creditors, direct or indirect sources of income, gifts.
(Just a friendly tip:  no need to report the fruit cake
your staff gave you over the holidays.)

After you’ve entered all the information—or
checked the ever popular “None” box—you will reach
the Holy Grail: the “Submit” button.  (At this point
music will start to play: I believe this year’s selection is
Roy Orbison singing “It’s Over.”)  And just when you
think it can’t possibly get any better, within minutes you
will receive an e-mail confirmation that you’ve complet-
ed your 2009 financial interest statement.

So please, give trees a chance.  That’s all we’re
saying.

[Note:  53 percent of all judges required to fill financial
interest statements last year did so online.  For further
information, contact Judicial Services at 215-560-6325
or the Online Services Help Desk at 717-231-3345.
Offer expires May 1, 2010.]

[Nicholene DiPasquale is Judicial Services Administra-
tor for the AOPC.]

Around the Judiciary
The cornerstone for Schuylkill County's "Temple of Jus-
tice" (at right) was laid on Oct. 3, 1889.  Beebe Con-
struction built the Romanesque structure out of Cleve-
land sandstone for about $320,000—almost $180,000
over the initial estimate.  The Schuylkill County Jail
(below) was built in 1851 and is modeled after the
Eastern State Penitentiary in Philadelphia.  John Kehoe,
Schuylkill County head of the Ancient Order of Hiberni-
ans in the 1870s, was hung in the Schuylkill County Jail
as a Mollie McGuire in the 1870s. Kehoe operated a

tavern in
Girardville
that remains open to this day and includes the jail cell
door from his cell. The post card of the Courthouse is
post marked 1903. The post card of the jail is post
marked 1907. Both are from the collection of DDeeaann  RR..
PPhhiilllliippss, a shareholder of the regional law firm Elliott
Greenleaf and counsel to the Appellate Court Procedural
Rules and Orphans' Court Procedural Rules committees.
Phillips has collected more than 200 post cards, showing
more than 50 Pennsylvania courthouses dating to 1902.
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Cure to Public Health Threat:  Preparation

The World Health Organization
(WHO) declared in June of 2009, a
pandemic was upon us relating to
the H1N1 virus, or swine flu.  Prior
to this declaration, the AOPC put
into motion a plan to disseminate
information to judges through a
three-day conference on public
health and science held in State
College.  In addition, court adminis-
trators and court stakeholders,
including county officials, would be
invited to attend a similar event
later in the year.

Partnering with the PA Depart-
ment of Health,  the AOPC recently
completed six one-day seminars
across the Commonwealth.  These
seminars featured an epidemiologist
or public health physician from the
Department of Health and two rep-
resentatives from AOPC.

Each program featured a pres-
entation on public health and sci-
ence with a focus on the nature of
infectious diseases, historical trends

of past pandemics and how best to
combat the spread of such men-
aces to public health.  This seminar,
given to president judges; district
court administrators and county offi-
cials such as sheriffs, emergency
management directors and county
commissioners proved timely as we
focus on how such a pandemic
would affect our workforce and the
challenges it would create if we
experience high absenteeism.

The second half of the
seminar, presented by KKyyllee
RRaammbbeerrggeerr of Judicial
Security and me, centered
on what courts and county
executives should do to
prepare for disruption in
operations due to work-
force displacement.  Con-
vening these difficult con-
versations and establishing
policies for employees in
the face of a public health
crisis are critical to ensure
our courts and court stake-

holders continue to operate in an
efficient and effective manner.

Judges, administrators and
elected officials departed from this
seminar more knowledgeable of
infectious diseases and more aware
of their role in court operations in a
public health crisis.

[Rick Pierce is a Judicial Programs
administrator with the AOPC.]

bbyy  RRiicckk  PPiieerrccee

JJoohhnn  HH..  YYooddeerr - McKean - president judge

AAOOPPCC
HHeeaatthheerr  KKnnaapppp - Finance - payroll technician
KKaatthhyy  SSaauutteerr - Judicial Programs - Judicial Programs
analyst
TTeedd  TTiiccee - Judicial Automation - IT facilities administrator

AAppppooiinnttmmeennttss

SSuupprreemmee  CCoouurrtt  CCoommmmiitttteeeess
HHoonnoorraabbllee  PPhhyylllliiss  WW..  BBeecckk - reapptd. to Continuing Legal
Education Board
HHoonnoorraabbllee  MMaarrkk  AA..  BBrruunnoo - reapptd. to Minor Court Rules
Committee
CCaarrll  DD..  BBuucchhhhoollzz  IIIIII,,  EEssqq.. - reappt. to, designated vice
chair of Disciplinary Board
WWiilllliiaamm  PP..  CCaarrlluuccccii,,  EEssqq.. - designated chair of IOLTA
Board
CChhaarrlloottttee  SS..  JJeeffffeerriieess,,  EEssqq.. - reapptd. to Disciplinary Board

PPeenniinnaa  KKeesssslleerr  LLiieebbeerr,,  EEssqq.. - apptd. to IOLTA Board
HHoonnoorraabbllee  BBllaaiissee  PP..  LLaarroottoonnddaa - reapptd. to Minor Court
Rules Committee
BBrriiaann  SS..  NNeefftt,,  EEssqq.. - apptd. to IOLTA Board
DDeebboorraahh  DD..  OOllsszzeewwsskkii,,  EEssqq.. - reapptd. to Committee on
Rules of Evidence
MMiicchhaaeell  HH..  RReeeedd,,  EEssqq.. - designated vice chair of IOLTA
Board
HHoonnoorraabbllee  JJoohhnn  TT..  RRoobbiinnssoonn - apptd. to Minor Judiciary
Education Board
MMiicchhaaeell  AA..  SScchheerreerr,,  EEssqq.. - apptd. to Minor Judiciary
Education Board
KKeellllyy  MM..  SSeekkuullaa,,  EEssqq.. - reapptd. to Committee on Rules of
Evidence
HHoonnoorraabbllee  CCLLyyddee  WW..  WWaaiittee - reapptd. to Committee on
Rules of Evidence

OOtthheerr  BBooaarrddss//CCoommmmiitttteeeess
HHoonnoorraabbllee  BBeerrnnaarrdd  LL..  MMccGGiinnlleeyy - apptd. to Court of
Judicial Discipline

Transitions, continued from page 2

Kyle Ramberger (left) and Rick Pierce spoke
on preparing for disruptions in operations.



Fee-Increase Law Supports the UJS in
Lean Budget Year

While the recently-passed state
budget funds the Unified Judicial Sys-
tem (UJS) at some $30 million less than
last year, the collections from the tem-
porary fee-increase legislation initiated
by the AOPC will just about close that
gap.  But even with this much-needed
revenue source, the state court system
will find itself millions short of the fund-
ing necessary to support its essential
needs in the current fiscal year.

The $276.8 million judicial budget,
passed as part of the overall state budg-
et 101 days past the constitutional
deadline, was the lowest of the various
budget proposals offered during the
protracted negotiations between the
General Assembly and the governor.
But even those budget proposals that
were more generous to the judiciary
didn’t fully provide for its funding needs,
prompting the AOPC to explore other
possible revenue generators.

The result was a proposal to tem-
porarily raise court fees across the
board to augment court funding that,
along with most state government
appropriations, was diminished from
previous years due to a $3.2 billion
state revenue shortfall—a consequence
of the national and statewide economic
downturn.  While the Supreme Court
believes the core government function
provided for by the judiciary should be
funded by state revenues and not fees,
it reluctantly agreed to the proposal in
light of the overall financial environ-
ment.  However, the court insisted that
the increase expire after 25 months—
the timeframe within which most econo-
mists predict the current recession will
abate.

The original legislation was spon-
sored by the majority and minority
chairmen of the House and Senate
Judiciary committees and included fee
increases sufficient to fund court deficits

and those of Access to Justice (ATJ)
(funding civil legal services for the indi-
gent) for this fiscal year and next.
Through the legislative process, the bill
saw numerous alterations that generally
decreased the amount of the fee
increases for the courts and ATJ and
added fees for other entities.  The fee
proposal language was ultimately
amended into an unrelated bill dealing
with judicial matters, passed by both
legislative chambers and signed by the
governor.  The new law, Act 49 of
2009, became effective on December 8.

During debate on the proposal, Rep.
John Pallone (D-Westmoreland) praised
the court system for offering a solution
to its budget crisis, unlike other govern-
ment entities that simply requested
additional general fund appropriations.

Under the law the fee increase to
support the operations of the judiciary
was set at $10.25 per filing, ATJ was set
at $1.00, and a fee to help county gov-
ernments pay the salaries of full-time
district attorneys was set at $2.25.  The
court and ATJ fee increases expire in
January 2012; the DA fee is permanent.

For the current fiscal year, the rev-
enue generated under Act 49 and those
funds available in the judicial budget
will fall short of the essential needs of
the UJS.  To make up for this shortfall,
further economies may have to be insti-
tuted within the court system, and ulti-
mately a request for supplemental
budget appropriations may be forward-
ed to the General Assembly.

As of the end of November, state
revenue collections were $217 million
short of projections.  If this trend contin-
ues, the Commonwealth and the UJS
will face additional fiscal challenges in
the upcoming budget cycle.

[Jim Koval is the AOPC’s Communica-
tions Manager.]

bbyy  JJiimm  KKoovvaall
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Pennsylvania Hosts Annual National Conference
of State Courts of Appeal bbyy  ZZiigg  PPiinneess

The Council of Chief Judges of the State Courts of
Appeal held its 30th annual conference in Philadelphia
recently (Oct. 27-31).  The educational sessions of the
conference were especially impressive.  Some high-
lights:

Profs. Thomas Pangle (Univ. of Texas) and Gordon
Wood (Brown) engaged in a discussion with the audi-
ence about separation of powers and its early develop-
ment in the newly formed union.  The concept original-
ly focused on the executive, not legislative, branch and
was influenced by the Montesquieu-based distrust and
fear of a judicial aristocracy.  Eventually, through the
Federalist papers and influence of John Adams, the
concept was viewed as a force for holding the infant
republic together, culminating in Marbury vs. Madison.

Chief Justice Paul J. De Muniz (Oregon) participat-
ed with judicial panelists from Florida and Massachu-
setts to address the problem of increased demands on
the judiciary and dwindling economic resources.  In
addition to traditional measures (freezes, cuts, fur-
loughs), the panelists identified the importance of good
relationships between chief justices and presiding
judges; effective communication with all judges to pro-
mote a consistent message; designating judges to
serve as “judicial champions” with the legislature; and
collaborating with bar leaders and, as in Florida, the
business community to underscore the impact of cuts
on society and the economy.  A caveat, however, was
offered at the end:  there may be a political “boome-
rang effect” by courts creating efficiencies and ending
up with legislative expectations that courts can, in fact,
do more with less.

Prof. Michael Klarman (Harvard) provided a fasci-
nating glimpse into the behind-the-scenes maneuvering
in the historic case of Brown vs. Board of Education, as
reflected in the conference notes of the justices.  The

legal challenge to government-imposed segregation in
education faced three obstacles:  the text and original
intent of the 14th Amendment and the precedent of
Plessy vs. Ferguson, all of which were compounded by
societal pressures and the fractured personal dynamics
among the justices.  In the end, the serendipitous entry
of Earl Warren as chief justice engineered extraordinary
unanimity.  Prof. Klarman offered his view that the Civil
Rights Act was, in the end, of greater importance in
ending segregation.

Prof. Judith Resnick (Yale) spoke of the portrayal of
justice through its historical symbols, from the iconic
blindfolded female figure with scales to the modern
artistic statement of a jurist’s frayed corduroy jacket
framed and hung in a Minnesota courtroom.  Prof.
Resnick’s thematic thread was how society chooses to
represent justice in its courtrooms in support of demo-
cratic principles and how images can effectively res-
onate with the poor and disadvantaged.

Lastly, a highlight of the conference was NPR cor-
respondent, Nina Totenberg, who spoke at Congress
Hall in Independence Square.  Her message was basi-
cally a plea for greater judicial sensitivity to the needs
and limitations of reporters.  She recommended that
courts consider ways to improve accurate news gather-
ing such as:  utilizing judicial Web sites to explain com-
monly used terms and proceedings; looking at Twitter
as a potential informational resource; cultivating rela-
tionships with reporters and letting them know when
they make mistakes; promptly making opinions and
documents available to the media and general public.

Pennsylvania Superior Court President Judge KKaattee
FFoorrdd  EElllliiootttt is preident-elect of the Council of Chief
Judges of the State Courts of Appeal.

[Zig Pines is Court Administrator of Pennsylvania.]

Commission Hearing, continued from page 5 
Among the witnesses at the October hearing was Luzerne County President Judge CChheesstteerr  BB..  MMuurroosskkii, who

replaced then-President Judge Ciavarella early in 2009 after charges were filed against Ciavarella.  Muroski testi-
fied that he has made efforts to reorganize and reform court management in Luzerne County, including the juve-
nile court.  He said he believes that president judges in Pennsylvania are vested with too much authority under
the Pennsylvania Judicial Code.  In Luzerne County, he said, the “omnibus power” of the president judge led to
abuses and excesses during periods when Ciavarella, and Conahan before him, held the position.

Subsequent hearings will be held, and after completing its investigation, the Interbranch Commission on Juve-
nile Justice must file a final report with recommendations by May 31, 2010, to the Supreme Court, the governor
and the General Assembly.



11

Honors & Dispatches
Supreme Court Justice TThhoommaass  SSaayylloorr is the Widener
University Law and Government Institute Jurist in Resi-
dence at the Harrisburg campus.  He delivered the fall
Jurist in Residence lecture, “The Nature of Judging,” to
an audience open to law students, lawyers and the
public.

***
Two Supreme Court of Pennsylvania justices made the
case for electing, rather than appointing, jurists before
an audience of the American Academy of Appellate
Lawyers in Philadelphia.  Justices SSeeaammuuss  MMccCCaaffffeerryy
and DDeebbrraa  TToodddd were luncheon speakers at the acade-
my’s fall meeting.

***
Supreme Court Justice MMaaxx  BBaaeerr was the keynote
speaker at the Luzerne County Courthouse centennial
celebration in Wilkes-Barre.  Most of the courthouse
was open for tours, and a display of photos of the vari-
ous courtrooms and offices from its inception in 1909
were part of the day’s rededication ceremonies.  The
county was named in 1786 after Chevalier de la
Luzerne, France’s first ambassador to the U.S.

***
Supreme Court Justice JJ..  MMiicchhaaeell  EEaakkiinn was the
keynote speaker for the rededication of the Jefferson
County Courthouse.  The event marked the completion
of more than a year of courthouse renovation work.
The building originally was dedicated in 1869.  Jeffer-
son Judge EEddwwiinn  SSnnyyddeerr, who served on the county
bench from 1971 to 1991, provided an historical
overview of the courthouse and its renovations.

***
Commonwealth Court of Pennsyl-
vania recognized Senior Judge
JJoosseepphh  FF..  MMccCClloosskkeeyy with a spe-
cial session of the intermediate
appellate court in Pottsville.  Com-
monwealth Court President Judge
BBoonnnniiee  BBrriiggaannccee  LLeeaaddbbeetttteerr
praised the contributions of Judge
McCloskey before about 50

lawyers and others in attendance during a special 15-
minute ceremony at the Schuylkill County Courthouse.

***
Administrator of the Office of Children & Families in
the Courts SSaannddrraa  MMoooorree, Dauphin County Dependen-
cy and Orphan’s Court Judge TToodddd  HHoooovveerr, Allegheny
Children’s Court Administrator CCiinnddyy  SSttoollttzz, and
Dauphin County Commissioner George Hartwick III

testified before the state House Committee on Children
and Youth regarding the Supreme Court’s statewide ini-
tiative to improve the lives of dependent children.

***
Allegheny County Judge JJooee
WWiilllliiaammss, who was elected to
the bench in the November
election, was honored by the
New Pittsburgh Courier as one
of the publication’s “2009 Men
of Excellence.”  The annual list-
ing honors 50 successful
African American men in Pitts-
burgh to showcase their accom-
plishments, talents and contributions to the community.

***
Retired Judge JJeerroommee  CChheesslloocckk was honored by the
Monroe County Bar Association during a recent event
in northeastern Pennsylvania.

***
Allegheny County Judge DD..  AAllaann  HHeerrttzzbbeerrgg was hon-
ored by the Pennsylvania Bar Association for his contri-
butions to the improvement of civil legal aid.  Judge
Hertzberg received the bar’s annual Judge’s Award
during the Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network’s Statewide
Training Conference in Harrisburg.

***
Luzerne County President Judge CChheesstteerr  MMuurroosskkii was
honored by the Wilkes-Barre Law and Library Associa-
tion with its President’s Award—the first time ever the
honor was bestowed on a sitting judge.  The associa-
tion lauded Judge Muroski for leading the effort to pro-
mote transparency and integrity in the county judicial
system, which faced criticism after two former jurists
were charged with crimes.

***
The Philadelphia Bar Association honored Common
Pleas Court Judge AAnnnneettttee  MM..  RRiizzzzoo with its Justice
William J. Brennan Jr. Distinguished Jurist Award.
Judge Rizzo was recognized for her work with Philadel-
phia’s Residential Mortgage Diversion Pilot Program.

Judge Rizzo was also among the panelists participating
in a recent National Bar Association “Town Hall Meet-
ing” at its 21st annual issues symposium.

***
Greene County Senior Judge HH..  TTeerrrryy  GGrriimmeess received
the 2009 Distinguished Service Award individual award
from the Waynesburg Area Chamber of Commerce.

(Honors & Dispatches continued on page 14)
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The Case of the Missing Ding-a-Ling
bbyy  tthhee  HHoonn..  WWaayynnee  SSeeiibbeell

When my staff came into work the day
after Presidents’ Day, they made a startling
discovery—the judge’s ding-a-ling was miss-
ing.

This ding-a-ling, otherwise known as a
hand bell, has been faithfully letting staff
know that someone was at the front counter
requesting service since 2004—when the last
bell was stolen.

For three hours I became very familiar
with the new surveillance equipment installed
by the AOPC.  It took a little bit to figure out
how to recall video, slow it down, pause and
zoom—and then throw in some expletives.

I started reviewing the video from 8:30 am
until 4:30 pm.  Believe me, at 36x regular
speed, it took all of three hours to do eight
hours of review.  At high noon (actually 12:03
p.m.), a person of interest came in—he was
at the front counter and then left, and came
back about five minutes later.  Some type of
transaction took place.

He looked directly into the surveillance
camera.  He slid his arm back across the
counter and my ding-a-ling disappeared into
his pocket—and out the front door they went.

My staff went to work, using the time of the theft
and a little detective work—and the actor was identified
as a 59-year-old man from Pittsburgh.  He had come
up to my office to pay a traffic citation.

The staff remembered him because he became
upset that we would only accept exact change.  He
owed a balance of, I believe, $54.50 and did not have
the 50 cents.  He left the office and came back with a
roll of pennies.  He was advised that we do not accept
that either, and he became a little bit more upset.  He
put the rolled pennies in his pocket, pulled out two
quarters and paid his citation.

The police were notified, and we filed a security
incident report with the AOPC.  Charges of theft were
filed in Cranberry Township, and a preliminary hearing
was scheduled before Senior Magisterial District Judge
DDaann  GGeeoorrggee.  Prior to the hearing, the defendant
walked into our office, and I just happened to be out
front.  He asked if the arresting officer was present,
and without saying anything, he slowly removed my
ding-a-ling and slid it onto the counter and then
walked out the door.  My ding-a-ling was home; I
played with it a little bit to make sure it still worked.

At the preliminary hearing, the defendant showed
up without counsel.  The assistant district attorney
talked to the defendant and police officer.  Being that
the defendant did not have a criminal history, he was
offered to waive the hearing and apply for ARD or to
plead guilty to criminal mischief or have the hearing.

The defendant decided to plead guilty to criminal
mischief.  He was before Senior Judge George and
they were quietly discussing his options.  The defendant
was not happy with the $300 fine and was trying to get
Judge George to lower it.  Then the defendant made
the mistake of telling Judge George to “shhh.”

All that I can tell you is that any thought of leniency
went out the window, and everyone in the courtroom
and office knew it.  After receiving an invigorating lec-
ture from Judge George, the defendant paid and went
home.

So ends the case of my stolen ding-a-ling.  I am
going out to the front now to make sure my ding-a-ling
still works.

[Judge Seibel is a magisterial district judge in Evans
City, Butler County.]

[This article originally appeared in the Special Court
Judges Association Journal.]

UUssiinngg  AAOOPPCC  SSeeccuurriittyy  EEqquuiippmmeenntt
On the more serious side of this incident, I want to make
all aware of several things about the surveillance equip-
ment.  To play back an incident or search or zoom in is not
hard, but it takes some time to become familiar with the
system.

The laminated cards that were supplied worked very well.
The system is similar to a VCR, but you do not have a
remote; all controls are on the digital recorder.  I was able
to download the incident onto a thumb drive.  From there
you can download and view on any computer and pause
the video to print a picture.

The one thing that I was told was that the digital recorder
would keep video up to two weeks.  That was not true
with my unit.  It only kept video for 10 days before the sys-
tem copied over, and I did lose some video.

As I noted above, to review video for an extended time
period will take your time.  I used ADT assistance, and they
were right on top of my requests in pulling this incident off
of the recorder.

Even though it was a $5 bell, this incident was a good
learning tool on how to use the surveillance equipment we
have.
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First Ever Children’s Roundtable Summit bbyy  SStteevvee  SScchheellll
In November officials from more than 50 counties

throughout the state participated in Pennsylvania’s first
ever Children’s Roundtable Summit hosted by the State
Supreme Court in Pittsburgh.  Dependency court
judges, solicitors and children and youth service profes-
sionals collaborated with national experts at the three-
day event to develop county-specific plans aimed at
helpingto help abused and neglected children find safe,
permanent homes in a timely manner.

State Supreme Court Chief Justice RRoonnaalldd  DD..
CCaassttiillllee, Allegheny County President Judge DDoonnnnaa  JJoo
MMccDDaanniieell and State Court Administrator ZZyyggmmoonntt
PPiinneess provided opening remarks, while Justice MMaaxx
BBaaeerr; Office of Children, Youth & Families Deputy Sec-
retary Richard Gold; Dauphin County Commissioner
George Hartwick III and Lehigh County Common Pleas
Court Judge BBrriiaann  JJoohhnnssoonn presented the Child Depen-
dency System Mission Statement & Guiding Principles
document.  In addition a Dependency System logo and
the new Office of Children & Families in the Court’s
(OCFC) Web site were unveiled.  All three were created
to assist judges and legal professionals, parents and
families, children and helping services professionals

better address often complex and challenging depend-
ency issues.  The Web site can be found at www.
ocfcpacourts.us.

National experts who participated in the summit
included Judge Stephen Rubin, Pima County, Arizona;
Judge Charles Pratt, Allen County, Indiana; Dr. Judith
Silver, Pediatric Psychologist Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia; Larry Brown, Casey Family Programs
Consultant; and Dr. Barbara Needell, researcher, Cali-
fornia State University at Berkeley.  These experts pro-
vided a national perspective of the work being done to
help dependent children and families and shared
strategies used to successfully address issues similar to
those facing Pennsylvania’s child dependency system.

Additional participants include OCFC Administrator
SSaannddrraa  MMoooorree, Butler County Judge KKeellllyy  SSttrreeiibb, Lack-
awanna County President Judge CChheesstteerr  HHaarrhhuutt,
Dauphin County Judge TToodddd  HHoooovveerr, Blair County
President Judge JJoolleennee  KKoopprriivvaa, Allegheny County Chil-
dren’s Court Administrator CCiinnddyy  SSttoollttzz, Allegheny
County Administrative Judge DDaavviidd  WWeecchhtt, Allegheny
County Judge KKiimm  BBeerrkkeelleeyy  CCllaarrkk, DDeenniissee  AAyyllwwaarrdd of
the AOPC’s Judicial Automation and others.

Around the Judiciary
Representatives from the courts and news
media held a panel discussion at Dickin-
son College in Carlisle to engage in active
learning about each other’s jobs and their
sometimes divergent needs and goals.
The half-day event, titled “The Third
Branch Meets the Fourth Estate,” was co-
sponsored by the Pennsylvania Commis-
sion on Judicial Independence, the
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania and the
Clarke Forum for Contemporary Issues.
State and federal court judges, journalists
from major media outlets and law school
and college faculty examined the nature,
quality and depth of courtroom news cov-
erage and the media’s function in Ameri-
ca.  The group also mulled over the challenges that media outlets face when covering courts in an
era of diminishing newsroom resources, threats to judicial independence and “the public’s right to
know.” Panelists included Chief Justice of Pennsylvania RRoonnaalldd  DD..  CCaassttiillllee (in photo at right); Supe-
rior Court President Judge KKaattee  FFoorrdd  EElllliiootttt; Dauphin County President Judge RRiicchhaarrdd  LLeewwiiss; U.S.
District Court Judges CC..  DDaarrnneellll  JJoonneess (in photo at left) and John E. Jones III and U.S. Court of
Appeals Judge Marjorie Rendell, also the First Lady of Pennsylvania.
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The PPhhiillaaddeellpphhiiaa  IInnqquuiirreerr outlined the successes of DDeellaawwaarree  CCoouunnttyy’’ss  TTrreeaattmmeenntt  CCoouurrtt, one of more than 200
specialty courts around the country to reduce recidivism among criminals with mental disorders and chemical
dependencies.  The paper characterized Treatment Court Judge FFrraannkk  HHaazzeell as “a sharp-witted father figure with
an endless supply of sage advice, uplifting jokes and words of encouragement.”

The AAllttoooonnaa  MMiirrrroorr reflected on the steadily growing BBllaaiirr  CCoouunnttyy  JJuuvveenniillee  DDrruugg  CCoouurrtt, which anticipates its first
graduate by the end of the year.  Judge EElliizzaabbeetthh  DDooyyllee told the paper that teen participants keep a daily person-
al chronicle of their activities, undergo frequent drug testing and receive treatment through various local pro-
grams.

The YYoorrkk  DDaaiillyy  RReeccoorrdd congratulated Judge CChhuucckk  PPaatttteerrssoonn on becoming the first African-
American man elected to the York County Common Pleas Court.  In an editorial the paper
noted how Judge Patterson “outpolled them all, showing that county voters are good
judges of character and qualifications.”

The SSuunnbbuurryy  DDaaiillyy  IItteemm profiled the planned move of SSnnyyddeerr  CCoouunnttyy President Judge
HHaarroolldd  FF..  WWooeellffeell  JJrr.., who, after two decades on the bench, will move from the SSnnyyddeerr
CCoouunnttyy  CCoouurrtthhoouussee to the UUnniioonn  CCoouunnttyy  CCoouurrtthhoouussee.  The paper noted how Judge Woelfel,
despite moving his chambers, will continue to do some work at the Snyder County Court-
house in the two-county judicial district.

The RReeaaddiinngg  EEaaggllee reported how the area school district and BBeerrkkss  CCoouunnttyy  JJuuddiicciiaarryy plan
to operate a magisterial district court in the city high school.  President Judge JJeeffffrreeyy  LL..
SScchhmmeehhll said further deliberations were needed to determine where such a court would be

located, who will provide security and how many days it will operate.

WWDDUUQQ--FFMM, PPiittttssbbuurrgghh’’ss National Public Radio station broadcast a news item about the startup of a new AAlllleegghhee--
nnyy  CCoouunnttyy  VVeetteerraannss  CCoouurrtt.  That station said the court will meet every other week and will complement existing
specialty courts for mental health, drug and alcohol and domestic violence.

The PPeennnnssyyllvvaanniiaa  LLaawwyyeerr featured a prominent story and photos on the PPeennnnssyyllvvaanniiaa  JJuuddiicciiaall  CCeenntteerr, calling it “a
symbol of the good—even the grand—of the judicial ideal.” Deputy Court Administrator TThhoommaass  BB..  DDaarrrr provided
the publication’s staff with a tour of the facility, which he noted creates “a formal judicial presence in the Capitol
complex to complement the strong presence of the legislative and executive branches.”

Judge Patterson

Magisterial District Judge GGwweennnn  KKnnaapppp of Chester County is the 2009 recipient of the Mid-Atlantic Association
for Court Management’s John Neufeld Award, given in recognition of her Young Adult Community Conferencing
program.  Judge Knapp established the program after confronting a growing number of alcohol-fueled cases in
West Chester, including disorderly conduct and underage drinking, and partnered with Family Service of Chester
County in its establishment.

Honors & Dispatches, continued from page 11
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Judicial Automation Staff Participates in National
Tech Conference bbyy  SStteevvee  SScchheellll

At the National Center for State Courts Technology
Conference this year in Denver, participants from
across the country got an inside look at two Pennsylva-
nia court projects.

Judicial Automation’s DDeenniissee  AAyyllwwaarrdd, an IT man-
ager in the Enterprise Applications group, discussed the
AOPC’s development of a child dependency court
tracking module for the state’s Common Pleas courts,
while Manager of Enterprise IT Operations JJaammeess  TTuulliioo
discussed the challenges in providing a cost-effective,
yet highly available judicial system network.

At the same conference, State Court Administrator
ZZyyggmmoonntt  PPiinneess participated on a panel discussing dis-
aster recovery and business continuity.  His focus was
on pandemic planning.

The dependency tracking module was created by
the AOPC’s Judicial Automation Department at the
request of the AOPC’s Office of Children and Families
in the Courts.  Aylward’s conference presentation care-
fully guided the audience through the intricate steps
required to establish statewide child dependency track-
ing from its early planning stages to development of
standardized forms and tracking methods, on-site train-
ing of county court employees, piloting of a tracking
module prototype and the eventual roll-out of the mod-
ule within the state.

Before the project began, Aylward said, many
counties did not have an automated method to track
dependency cases.  “Information was kept manually or
kept only by the county agencies,” she said.  The new
dependency tracking module is not just a docketing
system and, therefore, provides counties with better
caseload management, making sure that cases are
being heard timely and not slipping through the cracks.

The existing Common Pleas Case Management
System was used as the platform for the new depend-
ency module, allowing the module to capture the out-
comes that affect specific measurements, including the
number and types of placements that are ordered for
the child.  The tracking module also aligns each court’s
handling of child dependency case events and helps to
ensure that they are conforming to the Rules of Juve-
nile Court Procedure.

It is anticipated that the system will be completely
installed statewide by mid-2010.

Ultimately, the
dependency track-
ing efforts will pro-
vide the ability to
measure the suc-
cess of programs
and initiatives in
placements or
reunification to
family for depend-
ent children in
each of the juris-
dictions across the
Commonwealth,
helping the courts
and community
partners increase children’s chances for successful lives.

James Tulio shared with other state court officials
the AOPC’s “lessons learned” on recent Wide Area
Network (WAN) refresh projects, with a particular focus
on AOPC’s unique, relatively low-cost, yet highly-avail-
able network solution that leverages traditional telecom
WAN services with residential-class broadband servic-
es—an effort that is expected to save the AOPC and
appellate courts $4 million in network costs per year.

“The goal is to have the network always available
with no down time for users of our email, case man-
agement systems and other network services,” Tulio
said.  “In our efforts to revamp the architectural struc-
ture of our systems’ network, we found that by using
independent local Internet cable providers in conjunc-
tion with a traditional WAN provider, we not only could
deliver more diversity and better availability, we could
reduce the cost of using just one wide area network
vendor.

“The new judicial system network uses a single pri-
mary WAN vendor along with a residential-class cable
broadband network.  In its first year there has been no
network down time during business hours, significantly
exceeding the industry standard of 99.9 percent for
network high-availability,” Tulio added.

The Unified Judicial System’s computer network
serves more than 10,000 case management system
and enterprise application users at nearly 700 judicial
remote sites.

Denise Aylward and Jim Tulio
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undercounting caused by poor reporting and inconsis-
tent definitions.  Regardless of bureaucratic definitions,
we all know in our minds and hearts about the vast
spectrum of child abuse and neglect—inadequate
food, clothing, shelter, hygiene, education, care and
protection; medical neglect; and the unimaginable
instances of physical/sexual/emotional abuse that have
contributed to permanent injuries and even the deaths
of young children.

We know, for example, that the incidence of child
abuse and neglect in the United States is three times
higher than Canada’s and 11 times greater than
Italy’s.  Recently in our newspapers, it was reported
that poverty in America is at an all time high—approxi-
mately one in five children in the U.S. lives in poverty.
Poverty is perhaps the best predictor of child abuse and
neglect.  According to these statistics, nearly half a mil-
lion in the developmentally critical years younger than
six were going hungry.  That’s three times the number
in 2006.

Nevertheless, the silver lining in this cloud is that
Pennsylvania is ranked as No. 2 in its child welfare
spending per capita.  And Pennsylvania, notwithstand-
ing the recent tragic events in one of our counties, has

a reputation for excellence in juvenile justice.  We have
that national reputation because of dedicated servants
such as Estelle Richman, Jim Anderson, Richard Gold,
Frank Cervone, Marc Cherna, our president judges and
family law judges, the AOPC’s OCFC and automation
staffs, and all of you in this audience.

In this harsh economy and with our weakened safe-
ty net, your work in protecting children is of profound
practical importance to the welfare of society.  The
presence and support of Chief Justice Castille at this
summit is a testament to the significance of your work.

All of us here have every reason to be proud of the
outstanding achievements that have been done for
abused and neglected children in Pennsylvania during
the past three years.  This new oak as it matures will
continue to provide protection and sustenance for our
children.  In turn, this oak will produce many acorns of
incredible potential.

As we continue this noble mission, I think we all
secretly carry within us an acorn of wisdom that was
expressed more than 100 years ago by a wise man,
Frederick Douglas.  He said, “It is easier to build strong
children than to repair broken men.”

Thank-you for all your efforts.


