
RULE 1931.  Transmission of the Record.

(a) Time for transmission. – The record on appeal, including the transcript and 
exhibits necessary for the determination of the appeal, shall be transmitted to the 
appellate court within [40] 60 days after the filing of the notice of appeal.  If an 
appeal has been allowed or if permission to appeal has been granted, the record 
shall be transmitted as provided by Rule 1122 (allowance of appeal and 
transmission of record) or by Rule 1322 (permission to appeal and transmission 
of record), as the case may be.  The appellate court may shorten or extend the 
time prescribed by this subdivision for a class or classes of cases.

(b) Duty of lower court. – After a notice of appeal has been filed the judge 
who entered the order appealed from shall comply with Rule 1925 (opinion in 
support of order), shall cause the official court reporter to comply with Rule 1922 
(transcription of notes of testimony) or shall otherwise settle a statement of the 
evidence or proceedings as prescribed by this chapter, and shall take any other 
action necessary to enable the clerk to assemble and transmit the record as 
prescribed by this rule.

(c) Duty of clerk to transmit the record. – When the record is complete for 
purposes of the appeal, the clerk of the lower court shall transmit it to the 
prothonotary of the appellate court.  The clerk of the lower court shall number the 
documents comprising the record and shall transmit with the record a list of the 
documents correspondingly numbered and identified with reasonable 
definiteness.  Documents of unusual bulk or weight and physical exhibits other 
than documents shall not be transmitted by the clerk unless he is directed to do 
so by a party or by the prothonotary of the appellate court.  A party must make 
advance arrangements with the clerk for the transportation and receipt of exhibits 
of unusual bulk or weight.  Transmission of the record is effected when the clerk 
of the lower court mails or otherwise forwards the record to the prothonotary of 
the appellate court.  The clerk of the lower court shall indicate, by endorsement 
on the face of the record or otherwise, the date upon which the record is 
transmitted to the appellate court.

(d) Service of the [L]list of [R]record [D]documents. – The clerk of the lower 
court shall, at the time of the transmittal of the record to the appellate court, mail 
a copy of the list of record documents to all counsel of record, or if unrepresented 
by counsel, to the parties at the address they have provided to the clerk.  The 
clerk shall note on the docket the giving of such notice.  

(e) Multiple appeals. – Where more than one appeal is taken from the same 
order, it shall be sufficient to transmit a single record, without duplication.
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Official Note:  Former Supreme Court Rule 22 required the record to be 
returned forthwith.  See also former Superior Court Rule 50 and former 
Commonwealth Court Rules 22 and 23.

* * * * *

Explanatory Comment – 2007

The 2007 amendment expands the time period for the trial court to 
transmit the certified record, including any opinions drafted pursuant to Pa.R.A.P. 
1925(a), from forty to sixty days. The appellate court retains the ability to 
establish a shorter (or longer) period of time for the transmittal of the record in 
any class or classes of cases.


